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had come to see him before his death, and they
formed part of the huge gathering which attended
his burial in the churchyard of St. Giles.
John Knox had few graces.   He was blunt and
downright, often coarse in his speech, a man who
knew no tolerance, and who pursued his enemies
with a bitter hatred.    He was not always con-
sistent, and on one occasion at least he did not
hesitate to propose a scandalous expedient to
obtain his ends.    He approved the murder of
Rizzio and of others, and would have subjected
the Catholics in Scotland to a persecution as great
as that borne by the Protestants in England under
Mary Tudor.   But, with all his faults, Knox was
the leader who guided his nation to freedom.
<c What I have been to my country, albeit this
unthankful age will not know, yet the ages to
come will be compelled to bear witness to the
truth," he wrote, and for three centuries he was
honoured as the hero of the Reformation in Scot-
land.   Within the last fifty years, however, there
has been a tendency to decry his work.   Andrew
Lang did not start the movement, but he was
more clever than earlier critics, and he led the
way for a school of biographers who have de-
lighted in making Knox the target for their shafts.
Knox is violently attacked for his conciuct to-
wards Mary Queen of Scots, and is represented as
a boor who abused his sovereign shamefully.  From
some criticisms of his attitude to Mary,  one is